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December 1
December 1
December 2
December 2
December 2
December 2
December 3
December 3
December 4
December 4
December 5
December 5
December 5
December 6
December 6
December 6
December 8
December 8
December 9
December 9
December 10
December 10
December 11
December 11
December 11
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December 12
December 13
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December 13
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December 17
December 19
December 19
December 20
December 20
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December 21
December 22
December 22
December 22
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December 24
December 25
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December 25
December 27

Betsy Harjo
Brandon Ricketts
Hilly Mae Gunville
Beau Harjo
Tabitha Harjo
Avery Hailey
Owen Hellman
Lisa Looper
Quinn Martin
Brittany Merritt
Mary Wood
Tiffany Welch
Bessie Spencer
Mark Joshua
William Williams
Emma Gates
Osceola Little
Romney Williams
DeMya H. Tiger
Tori Lasley
Georgia Long
Lily Ashley
Davey Martin
Cole Walker
Louis Wyscocki
Gunner Thlocco
Michael Deere
Patricia Harjo
Tyler Hulbutta
Steven Plott
Ben Holahta
Holly Little
Shawn Harjo
Jeana Tiger
Melinda Carter
Lathen Ricketts
Krystle Neese
Crsytal Wind
Jerry Jones
Jason Scott
Brandy Rivera
Cednei Johnson
Linda Stewart
Trsitan Buckley
Anthony Hooser
Karen Miller
Nicolas Panuco
Tyler Fields
Isaiah Wind
Christina Belshe
Sophia Humphreys
Kimi Coker
Mary Hulbutta
Chassy Foster
Steve Harrison
Mandy Yellow Fish
Anna Givens
April House

Birthdays
   We will begin 
our second round 
of videotaped 
interviews of flu-
ent speakers Jan-
uary 11th-15th.   
If you know 
of any speak-
ers that would 
be interested in 
participating in 
the Language 
Documenta-
tion Project, 
please have them 
contact me to set 
up an interview 
time. 
   This project 
aims to cap-
ture the natural 
speech of a first 
language Mas-
koke speaker.  
We are attempt-

ing to collect videos from a variety of speakers so that the dialects and 
varieties of languages are documented. 
   The videos reflect a rich narrative of a collective Oral History from our 
people.  They are still being translated and transcribed, but continual prog-
ress on the Project can be viewed at: http://muskogee.blogs.wm.edu.
   If you have any questions about the project, please feel free to contact me 
via email or telephone.  Mvto!

Jennifer Johnson, M.Ed
Curriculum Development Specialist

Cultural Resources Department
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma

405-220-2971

December 1st, 1975 - July 15, 2009

   Happy birthday, Rhoda Lovell 
Camp! Still remembering and miss-
ing you. 
   Love, parents: Jackie Kernal + 
Antler Harjo; sister: Rhonda Nar-
comey; brother: Charlie Harjo; 
children: Rhiannon, Zaniel, Cynda 
+ Israel Camp; nieces + nephew: 
Ateesha, William, WinterStar, Win-
terDawn + Tashina.

   The Seminole Nation Head Start/
Early Head Start program would like 
to thank Tod Robertson, Director of 
the Food Distribution Program and 
the National Warehouse for donating 
nutritious food items to the families 
in the program. We truly appreciate 
the support and collaboration be-
tween the programs and look for-
ward to continued collaborations.  
Thank you!

The Seminole Nation Head Start/
Early Head Start Program

Contact the Seminole Nation Human 
�5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���2�Q�F�H���D�W��

hr@sno-nsn.gov
to be added to HR’s e-mail blast list and 

receive timely updates on vacancy 
announcements via personal e-mail.

call HR at (405) 257-7218 for more info

215 E. Evans Street
Seminole, OK 74868

media@sno-nsn.gov 
(405) 382 1010

contact 
Cokv Tvlvme

If you would like to 
submit a birthday 

picture, anniversary 
or baby birth.

Please email us at: 
media@sno-nsn.gov
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December 27
December 30
December 30
December 30
December 30
December 30
December 31
December 31
December 31

Marcella Oliver
Adam Farani
Sadie Larney
Dewayne Wilson
Joe Factor
Chris Hulbutta
Howard Hulbutta
Monty Davis
Lela Webb



   In order to understand clan law 
and its guiding force in the lives 
of Seminole people it is neces-
sary to provide a brief explana-
tion of the origin of clans. In 
ancient times the people aligned 
themselves with certain animal 
and other supernatural spirits to 
assist them in enduring a hard-
ship they were experiencing. 
Upon doing so a vow was made 
promising a commitment by the 
individuals associated with their 
particular being to remain in as-
sociation from that point for-
ward. For the majority of Semi-
nole people this clan association 
has been maintained into modern 
times.
   Clan Law and kinship are 
highly revered and held in great 
respect within the spiritual and 
ceremonial world among the 
Seminole people. Clan law tradi-
tionally governs every aspect of 
tribal life, from the spiritual, to 
the governmental, to the social.
   Clans are matrilineal as they 
are inherited through one’s moth-
er. For example, if an individu-
al’s mother is of the Wotkvlke 
or Raccoon Clan, and the father 
is of the Hvlpvtvlke or Alligator 
Clan, that individual would be 
of the Raccoon Clan. However, 
this person would also be related 
to the Alligator Clan, as a son or 
daughter. In turn, all other Rac-
coon Clan people and Alliga-
tor Clan people would be that 
persons relations, and would be 
referred to as aunts and uncles, if 
the age of a fellow clansman was 

‘Stonko?
‘Stonkis os.

Centv? 
Ehe, nak ‘stonks ce!

Cehocefkv naket owa?
…cvhocefkvt os. 

Cem vlike naket owa?  
…vm etvlwvt os.

Cem vliketv naket owa? 
…vm vliketvt os.

Estvmvn liketska?
…likit ont os.

Cehecarēs.
‘Tehecvkvrēs.

How are you?
I’m fine.

What about you?
Yes, things are fine!
What’s your name?

… is my name.
What’s your band?

…is my band.
What’s your clan?

…is my clan?
Where do you live?

…is where I live.
I’ll see you later.

We’ll see each other later.

CONVERSATIONAL PHRASES IN MASKOKE

SEMINOLE NATION CLAN LAw

MASKOKE CHRISTMAS wORD SEARCH

Natalie Harjo
Staff Writer
harjo.n@sno-nsn.vgov

culture + language FULLETV & PUNVKV
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   Marcus "Quese Imc" Frejo, Semi-
nole Bear clan and Skidi Pawnee 
Indigenous Hip-hop Artist released 
his new cd called DEFOVER30 
Indigenous Hip-Hop Journey
on Monday December 14, 2015. The 
new cd has 17 songs that feature 
his brother Brian Frejo also known 
as Shock B, and numerous other 
hip-hop artists. This is Quese’s first 
solo album in 5 years. This album 
was recorded, mixed and mastered 
by Quese and his production team 
Illuminati. Quese said that this proj-
ect is an album for the people its an 
Indigenous Hip-Hop Journey. This 
cd is available at www.cdbaby.com/
queseimc5. 
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Quese IMC

relative to that of the mother and 
father, or brother and sister if the 
age of the clansman was relative 
to that of the child him/herself.
   The Seminole base the ability 
to take a spouse on clan rela-
tionships. There is never to be 
intermarriage of clans. In keep-
ing with the previous example 
of marriage between a Raccoon 
Clan and an Alligator Clan, a 
Raccoon Clan woman marrying 
a man of the Raccoon or Alliga-
tor Clan would be the equivalent 
of a woman marrying her broth-
er, or according to age, a daugh-
ter marrying her father.
   Historically, many marriages 
were arranged according to clan 
strength, or need for renewing 
life into a dormant clan. Al-
though there are various creation 
stories that relate the hierarchy 
of the various clans, each clan 
holds essential qualities that 
pertained to a specific job or 
position held in the ceremonial 
ground, as well as at home. Each 
clan had a special talent, as well 
as a balance of weaknesses for 
various aspects of the spiritual 
world.
   For example, if a tribal town 
was only allowed to seat a cer-
tain clan as their chief, for ex-
ample, they could only be of the 
Bear Clan, and there was a short-
age of Bear Clan people in the 
tribal town, then men would be 
encouraged to take a wife of the 
Bear Clan. In turn, the children 
of this marriage would be of the 
Bear Clan, and would therefore 
help to restore the Bear Clan 
people.

   Seminole Nation Council member 
Dewayne Miller modelled the recre-
ation of this famous Seminole historical 
scene of Seminole leader Osceola after 
the famed Treaty of Payne’s Landing 
signing.  According to Seminole his-
tory, as the treaty lay there in front of 
Osceola, on a wooden table, waiting for 
his signature, Osceola unsheathed his 
knife and pierced it through both treaty 
and table in a defiant effort to say no; he 
would not sign the treaty nor would he 
give up Seminole lands in Florida. 

Council Member 
Recreates Seminole 
Historical Scene 



   
   Former New Lima High School 
standout basketball player, Eddie 
Louie, was recently inducted into 
the Athletic Hall of Fame at Connors 
State College in Warner.
   Louie played at Connors from 
1978 to 1980, earning All-American 
honors in 1980 and graduated with 
an Associate of Arts degree.
   He continued his career and aca-
demic schooling at Oklahoma City 
University, where he played under 
legendary coach Ken Trickey and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree.
   Following his collegiate career, he 
played semi-pro basketball in Chile.
   Louie was on two state champion-
ship teams at New Lima. His team 
also won the Tulsa Tournament of 
Champions.
   At present, Louie assists coach-
ing an AAU basketball team and is 
employed by Cameron Valves and 
Measurements in Oklahoma City. 
The AAU team, the Junior Okla-
homa City Thunder, is for boys and 
girls from Oklahoma.
   Louie has four children: Eddie 
Louie Jr. of Norman, Eli Louie and 
Letitia Daniels of Oklahoma City 
and Kelvin Olden Louie of Dallas. 
He has seven grandchildren and one 
great granddaughter.
   Eddie is the son of Al and Cora 
Lee of Seminole and Earl and Bar-
bara Berry of Shawnee.
   He has passed on his talents and 
winning tradition to his children and 
grandchildren.
   Eddie Jr. won state champi-
onships in football and basketball 

tribal news OPUNVKVSAN
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Louie Honored at 
Connors 

his senior year at Seminole High 
School. Kelvin won state basketball 
championships at Wewoka and his 
grandson, Jalan Daniels, won a state 
football championship at Blanchard 
High School.

   
   The scholarships guidelines are as 
follows:  The student has to submit a 
new application every semester with 
the required documents ( Applica-
tion, CDIB, Tribal Card, Official 
High School or College Transcript, 
GED Certificate, Financial Aid Form 
signed by the college  financial aid 
officer,  Enrollment Form, Higher 
Education Student Agreement , Au-
thorization to Release Information 
& Privacy Statement).  Incomplete 
applications will not be processed.  
   Deadline to submit applications 
with the required documents are 
as follows:  for SPRING semester 
(February 14); 
Deadline for FALL semester (Sep-
tember 14).
   Every student will be required to 
maintain a GPA of 2.50 every se-
mester.  The monies for the scholar-
ship are as follows:  Students attend-
ing a four-year university- full time 
will be awarded $1,500; students 
attending a four-year university part-
time will be awarded $750.  Stu-
dents attending a state/community 
college full-time will be awarded 
$1,000; students attending a state/
community college part-time will be 
awarded $500.  
   Full-time students are required to 
be enrolled in 12 credit hours, and 
part-time students are required to be 
enrolled in 6 credit hours.  
   Scholarships are based on avail-
able funds, and scholarship monies 
are mailed to the student’s college/
university business/bursar office. 
   If there are any questions, please 
contact the Higher Ed office at 405-
257-7263.

Cokv Tvlvme 
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Seminole Nation 
BIA Scholarships 
information
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   The Seminole Nation held its an-
nual Domestic Violence Awareness 
Banquet and Quilt Auction on Oc-
tober 17, 2015 at the Seminole State 
College Haney Center.
The program kicked off with Princi-
pal Chief Leonard M. Harjo giving 
the welcome and First Lady Sheila 
Harjo giving the introductions. 
Seminole Nation Senior Princess 
Dena Tiger-Kloehr gave the opening 
prayer for the night. The entertain-
ment for the evening was by former 
Seminole Nation Princess Tesakiah 
Harjo and her father Matthew Harjo. 
   The last event on the agenda was 
the annual quilt auction, which was 
hosted again by Auctioneer, Mike 
Johnson. 
   This year was also the first year 
the Domestic Violence program 
gave away the Yvette Harjo scholar-
ship. Harjo was a long time educator 
and supporter of domestic violence 

Seminole Nation 
Domestic Violence 
Awareness Banquet 
and Quilt Auction
Joe Clay
Staff Writer
clay.j@sno-nsn.gov

program. The first recipient of the 
award was Katy Gunville. With the 
new award the domestic violence 
program wanted to give the recipi-
ent a hand up and congratulate her 
on breaking the cycle of violence 
and for doing so well. All the funds 
raised during the quilt auction will 
go towards help with the Domestic 
Violence Program.



community ETVLWV

Bus Fares were reinstated on July 13, 2015.  
All passengers pay $1 per ride – except for 
seniors 55 years and older or persons with a 
disability.  Passengers are required to pay when 
they board the vehicle.  Drivers are tracking No 
Pay’s.  If a customer doesn’t pay and makes a 
habit of it, Admin staff will be in contact with 
him or her.  A consistent habit of not paying 
may lead to suspension of services.

DID you know?
Medical requests are a set time 
unless the customer needs 
more time.

• Medical appointment = 3 
hours

• Pharmacy visit = 1 hour
• When your appointment is 

done, you will need to wait 
for your return pickup.

Upcoming Events
Public Transit will be closed 
on the following holidays: 
• Dec. 23-25
• Jan. 1, New Year’s Day
• Jan. 18—Martin Luther 

King Day

Rachel Dinwiddie, Dir. of Public Transit, and Mark Ondich, Creative 
Bus Sales, are signing over the vehicles to the Public Transit.

Driver Christina Belshe and 
Dir. Rachel Dinwiddie.

Driver Harry Bruner is ready for 
action!

Drivers Randy Ahhaitty and Michael Anti-
nori are seated with Dispatcher Josie Fields 
in the new MV-1.

Assistant Chief, Lewis Johnson; Chief, Leonard M. Harjo; and Ra-
chel Dinwiddie, Dir. of Public Transit

Inclement Weather   
Winter time is here and so is 
the forecast for cold, icy and 
snowy weather.  Please be 
aware that the Public Transit 
service will be closed when 
roads are hazardous for travel 
or if Seminole County schools 

are closing due to inclement 
weather.  During inclement 
weather conditions, SNPT will 
cancel service or operate on a 
limited basis.  SNPT will re-
sume services on roads that are 
priority for ice and snow re-
moval and will resume regular 

Scheduling is made on 
a FIRST COME, FIRST 
SERVED BASIS when the 

service when all roads are clear 
and safe for travel.  The SNPT 
Dispatcher on duty will notify 
passengers of cancellations or 
changes to scheduling.

customer calls the Dispatcher 
with his request.  If you call 
after hours, leave a message on 
the voice mail.  The Dispatcher 
will return your call with a 
confirmation.  Regular riders 
need to call in their rides.  Your 
ride is not “reserved” unless 
you call it in.
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Community Resources  Seminole  Nation  
Of  

Oklahoma 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)(405) 303-
2126 
Diabetes Program   (405) 382-3761 
Domestic Violence(405) 382-3762 
Housing Authority (405)  257-6604 
Higher Education (405) 257-5080 
Indian Child Welfare (ICW) (405) 257-
9038 
Social Services(405) 257-6257 
Transit(405) 303-2683 
Tribal Courts (405) 303-2251 
Wewoka IHS (405) 257-6282 

Tribal Child Support Enforcement     
(405) 382-1510 

  .      Seminole Nation Lighthorse:  
         1-405-382-4302 
 

NATIONAL HOTLINES  

 
Tobacco Hotline: 1-800-QUIT NOW 
Gambling Hotline: 1-800-522-4700 
Reach out Hotline: 1-800-522-9054 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline:  
1-800-273-TALK 
National Child Abuse Hotline:  
1-800-422-4453 
Substance Abuse/Prevention:  
1-800-729-6686 

 

 

Alcohol & 
Substance Abuse 

Program 
(A.S.A.P) 

RESOURCE GUIDE 

Mission 
 

The Alcohol Substance Abuse 
Program provides a compre-
hensive drug and alcohol pro-
gram to assist American Indians 
and  with the opportunity to 
resist, reduce and prevent drug 
and alcohol abuse. 

SEMINOLE NATION MAINLINE 

               405-257-7200 

Resources 

Physical Address: 
630 N Main St 
Seminole, OK 74868 
 

Mailing Address: 
P. O. BOX 1498 
Wewoka, OK 74884 
 

Contact Numbers: 
Phone: (405) 382-2743 
Fax: (405) 382-3410 
 
Brigita Leader-Longhorn MS 
Director 
 
Sharon Johnson, Certified  
Prevention Specialist 
 
Tommy Lowe 
MSPI Coordinator/ 
Prevention Specialist 
 
Jaylen Gover 
Administrative Assistant 

WORK RELATED SERVICES 
SEMINOLE NATION WIA………….. 

(405) 234-5298 

SEMINOLE NATION JOB PLACEMENT 

(405) 234-5289 

EXPRESS SERVICES-SHAWNEE 

(405) 275-7575 

SEMINOLE WORKFORCE..(405) 382-4670 

HOLDENVILLE WORKFORCE 

(405) 379-5452. 

COURT RELATED SERVICES 
HUGHES COUNTY SPECIAL COURTS-
ADULT & JUVENILE DRUG COURTS,  
COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS……. 
(405) 379-9320 
SEMINOLE COUNTY SPECIAL COURTS-
DRUG COURTS,  
COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS……. 
(405) 257-6389 
PROBATION AND PAROLE,  
POTTAWATOMIE/OKFUSKEE COUNTY 
(405) 275-2521 
PROBATION AND PAROLE,  
SEMINOLE, HUGHES & PONTOTOC 
COUNTY…… 
(580) 436-6479 

 

FOOD/CHURCH FOOD 
BANKS 
SEMINOLE NATION FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION 
(405) 382-3900 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 
SERVICES  
206 E. 2nd, WEWOKA 
(405) 257-7400 
INTER-FAITH SOCIAL MINIS-
TRIES 
813 W. MAIN, SEMINOLE 
(405) 382-4134 
GLAD TIDINGS ASSEMBLY OF 
GOD-SEMINOLE 
(405) 382-4200 
COMMUNITY ACTION 
AGENCY (405) 382-1800 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
HWY 99, (405) 382-1713 
FIRST BAPTIST 
11045 PARK BLVD, SEMINOLE 
(405) 408-0612 
FIRST BAPTIST 
WOMEN OF HOPE CLOTHES 
CLOSET…(405) 408-0612 
 

   Seminole Nation tribal member 
Gracie Cain is a junior at Marietta 
High School in Marietta, Okla.
   Gracie is an amazing person inside 
and outside of the classroom.
   She is member of student coun-
cil, yearbook staff, Marietta Cross 
Country team and track team.  She 
is involved with her community 
and helps with community service 
projects.  Recently she helped the 
American Legion with flags at the 
local cemetery and went to the 
Veterans Day ceremony to honor our 
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Tribal Member 
Helps Team Win 
State Title

past and present Veterans.  
   Her most recent accomplishments 
was on October 17, 2015 and Oc-
tober 24, 2015 when she helped her 
team to win their 3rd consecutive 
Cross Country Regional and State 
Titles. Gracie placed 7th at Region-
als and 9th at State which received 
her an automatic invitation to the 
Cross Country Meet of Champions 
and made her All-State medalist.  
   She is also a member of the Mari-
etta Track team who won the 3A 
Regional Title for the 4x800 relay in 
2014 and 2015. Gracie also won the 
Regional title for the 1600 meter run 
in 2015.
   She is the daughter of Samuel and 
Janis Cain and the granddaughter 
of Quentin and Julia (Carpitcher) 
Scott. Cainz is also a member of the 
Tusekia Harjo band.
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Seminole Nation Recreation Program 
hosts Native American Basketball Camp

   The Seminole Nation Recreation 
program had their annual Native 
American boys and girl’s basketball 
camp November 23, 2015 at Bow-
legs Public School for ages 5-9. 
   The Camp Instructor was Train-
ing with Foster basketball trainer AJ 
Foster. Foster recently started his 
training program in the spring of this 
year. At TWF sessions Foster not 
only teaches about basketball skills 
he also incorporates tribal cultural 
in his sessions. “The athletes all 
improved within an hour of training, 
the campers improved on ball han-
dling, shooting, and listening skills,” 
said Foster. “We also had a cultural 
part by talking about the turtle shell 
and gourd dribbling,” Foster added. 
   There were 14 campers from 
Bowlegs, Holdenville, Okemah, & 
Wewoka schools. They worked on 

the fundamentals of ball handling 
and for the 8 and 9 years olds. They 
also worked with combo drills and 
post drills. Ronnie Harjo also with 
TWF helped out and taught on the 
fundamentals of shooting. 
   “I'd like to thank the parents for 
coming out, Bowlegs Public School, 
and Victor Bear for allowing TWF 
to be a part of enhancing youth de-
velopment,” said Foster.
   The Seminole Nation Recreation 
program would like to thank Bow-
legs Public School for use of facili-
ties, Seminole Nation Diabetes for 
use of equipment, Seminole Nation 
Food and Nutrition for providing 
fruit for snacks, Seminole Nation 
Transportation for providing back-
packs for the campers, Seminole 
Nation Wildlife, Parks, & Recre-
ation for setup and clean up, and 
Sabo West Foundation for providing 
lunch. The camp was sponsored by 
Seminole Nation Tribal Recreation 
program.

Seminole Nation Career 
Services

For more information call:
(405) 257-7200

Seminole Nation 
Higher Ed 

GED Classes
Every Tuesday and 

Thursday
For more 

information call:
Clara Keawphalouk

(405) 257-7263 



Veterans Corner
K. Galen Greenwalt
Veterans Service Director   
greenwalt.g@sno-nsn.gov

NOVEMBER 2015

   This column is an information source 
for all veterans in the Seminole Na-
tion of Oklahoma.  Please share this 
with those who have served in our 
military forces, both past and present.  
Please feel free to come by the Veter-
ans Services Office during the week, 
or give us a call at (405) 234-5242 to 
ask questions or make an appointment.  
My email address here at the office is 
greenwalt.g@sno-nsn.gov and you are 
welcome to contact me by email.

WHO IS A VETERAN?

   The question is asked many times, 
“Who exactly is a veteran?”  A veteran 
is anyone who has served in the U.S. 
Armed Forces, both combat and non-
combat service.  So, the question we 
ask is, “Have you served in the mili-
tary?”  If the answer is “yes,” then you 
are a veteran!  Our office is here to help 
you.

VETERANS AFFAIRS DEPART-
MENT 

   In the past months, Director Galen 
Greenwalt has been busy with assisting 
veterans with filing paperwork to obtain 
copies of discharge papers (DD-214s), 
gathering documentation for those fil-
ing disability appeals, driving an Iraq 
combat veteran to the VA Rehab pro-
gram, giving rides to various veterans 
with doctor and clinic appointments in 
Oklahoma City, taking several veterans 
to the VA hospital enrollment office to 
sign up for VA Healthcare, answering 
phone calls from those needing educa-
tional benefit information, and hand-
ing out copies of the Veterans Benefit 
booklet.

SORGHUM DAY PARADE

   Galen has been involved in many 
activities to promote the Veterans Af-
fairs program.  In October, he drove 
a vehicle for the Honor Guard in the 
Sorghum Day Parade in Wewoka.

“LIVING HISTORY DAYS” IN 
PORTLAND AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

   Galen accompanied the Honor Guard 
to a three-day event in the Portland, Or-
egon, area.  This “Living History Days” 
program has been a 20-year tradition 
in many of the high schools there.  It 
brings older veterans, specifically those 
from past wars who served in combat, 
to the classrooms to give first-hand 
accounts of military service.  This year 
it included those who were ex-POWs 
from WWII.

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY

   On Wednesday, November 11, a 
special Veterans Day Ceremony was 
held at the Seminole Nation Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery.  Principal Chief 
Leonard Harjo and Vietnam combat 
veteran Frank Alexander were the main 
speakers.  In addition, the Seminole 
Princesses presented patriotic songs 
through sign language.  The Junior 
Miss Oklahoma Princess was present 
also.

VIETNAM WAR COMMEMORA-
TIVE PARTNER PROGRAM

   The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
Veterans Affairs Department has joined 
with other groups across the country to 
be a Commemorative Partner with the 
Vietnam War 50th Anniversary Pro-
gram.  We will begin to plan events and 
activities that will recognize Vietnam 
Veterans and their families’ service, 
valor and sacrifice.  It will also be a 
time to pay tribute to the contributions 
made on the home front by many here 
in the U.S. during the Vietnam Era.

ROLLING THUNDER EVENT NEXT 
MAY 2016

   Our Seminole Nation has been given 
the honor of being asked to host the 
Kick-Off Event in Oklahoma for “Roll-
ing Thunder” chapters who will ride 
through our state next May.  This event 
here will be held on Friday-Saturday, 
May 13-14, 2016.  Rolling Thunder 
is an advocacy group , mainly made 
up of motorcycle enthusiasts who are 
veterans.  Their main project is an an-
nual group ride called the “Freedom 
Ride,” which is a motorcycle rally to 
the Vietnam Wall in Washington DC on 
Memorial Day.  This will be a special 
time for the Seminole Nation veterans 
and friends to come for a great veter-
ans’ event.  More information will be 
published soon.

REMINDER:  “SILENT WARRIORS” 
GROUP MEETINGS

   All veterans are encouraged to be 
a part of our “Silent Warriors” group 
meetings which are twice a month.  The 
meetings are held on the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month, starting at 5 
pm.  It is a time for veterans of all time 
frames, combat and non-combat, to 
talk, listen and share in a relaxed atmo-
sphere of camaraderie and discussion 
of common experiences concerning 
military life.  All those who have prior 
military service are welcome!  Call our 
office if you need more information 
or have any questions.  In addition, a 
unique Female Veterans Group Session 
is being held on the third Thursday of 
each month, being held at the Grisso 
Mansion on Hwy 9 in Seminole.

VETERANS BENEFITS BOOKLET

   The Veterans Office here has ac-
quired copies of the booklet entitled 
Know Your Benefits: Federal Benefits 
for Veterans, Dependents and Survi-
vors, latest edition.  They are available 
FREE to anyone who would like a 
copy.  Many have already called our 
office and been given a copy.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR AS-
SISTANCE

   For more information or conver-
sation about any VA issues, please 
contact us here at the Veterans Services 
Office at (405) 234-5242 or my cell 
number at (951) 533-1407.
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Seminole Nation Honor Guard presents colors at OKC Thunder basketball game. 

Seminole Nation Honor Guard at Sorghum Day Parade in Wewoka, OK. 

“Living History Days” in Portland area high schools.

Seminole Nation Honor Guard presents colors at “Living History Days.”. 



in memoriam RA VKERRICETV

   Funeral Services for Loretta Nellie 
Votaw were held Monday, November 30, 
2015 at Swearingen Funeral Home Chapel 
with Rev. Houston Tiger and J.C. Simp-
son.  Interment followed at Wolf Cem-
etery.
   Loretta passed away Sunday, November 
22, 2015 in Seminole. She was 79. Lo-
retta was born May 28, 1936 in Seminole, 
Oklahoma to parents John Allen McGirt 
and Alice (Bean) McGirt. Loretta attended 
school at Justice, Wewoka and Carr City 
Schools. Loretta married Essie Nixson 
Votaw, Jr. on June 3, 1956 in Wolf, Okla-
homa they raised six children of their own 
and one daughter from Loretta’s previous 
marriage. Loretta worked as a Certified 
nurse’s aide and Certified Medication aide 
for 17 years working at Maud Nursing 
Home, Seminole Pioneer nursing home 
and New Horizon Nursing Home in Kona-
wa she also worked as a part-time dis-
patcher for the Maud Police Department. 
Loretta also was the JOM Project Man-
ager, CMA and a nursing assistant. She 
was a member of the High Springs Church 
of Konawa. Loretta served on the Johnson 
O’Malloy Committed and the Oklahoma 
Indian Rights Association. Loretta is half 
Creek and half Seminole Indian and is a 
member of the Rewalke Band.
   She is preceded in death by her parents, 
John and Alice McGirt; husband, Essie 
N. Votaw, Jr.; one son, Charles Votaw; 
one daughter, Lucy Fisher; one grandson, 
Christopher Harjo; two brothers, Issac 
Foster, George Walker and two sisters, 

Loretta Nellie Votaw

   Funeral Services for Christy Ann Stone 
were held Tuesday, December 15, 2015 
at Swearingen Funeral Home Chapel in 
Seminole, Okla.  Interment followed at the 
Williams Family Cemetery.
   Christy passed away Wednesday, De-
cember 9, 2015 at Baptist Integris Hospital 
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. She was 
35. Christy was born December 11, 1979 
in Oklahoma City, Okla. to parents, Leah 
Ann (Larney) Stone and Michael Stone.
Christy graduated from Sasakwa High 
School in 2000, she then went on attend 
college before working as a teacher’s aide 
at the Seminole Nation Head Start pro-
gram.
Christy was a member of Hitchitee Indian 

Christy Ann Stone

Geneva Jones and Dianne Notah.
   Survivors include three sons; Curtis Vo-
taw of Seminole, Okla., Cecil Votaw and 
his wife Rebecca of Wolf, Okla., James 
Votaw and his wife Brenda of Maud, 
Okla.; three daughters, Katherine McGirt 
of Shawnee, Okla., Ramona Johnson and 
her husband Ronald of Seminole, Okla. 
and Carol Votaw of Wewoka, Okla.; 11 
grandchildren, several great grandchildren 
and a host of great-great grandchildren 
and a number of nieces, nephews, friends 
and family. Loretta loved her family and 
her Lord. She would always pray for them 
everyday. She was surrounded by her fam-
ily when she went to be with her Lord and 
Savior.
   Services were under the direction of 
Swearingen Funeral Home in Seminole.

Jonase “Leon” Harjo

Methodist Church.  She was also a proud 
member of the Seminole Nation of Okla-
homa.
   She is preceded in death by her biologi-
cal mother, Leah Ann (Larney) Stone; by 
her maternal grandparents, Alex Larney 
and Valerene Lasley Larney; and by one 
sister, LaDenna Tiger.
   Survivors include the mother who raised 
her, Mary Larney of Konawa, Okla.; three 
sons, Hunter Robledo, Vicente Robledo, 
and Joseph Robledo Jr. of Seminole, 
Okla.; one daughter, Sylvia Robledo of 
Maud, Okla.; 6 brothers, Joseph Stone 
of Springfield, Miss., Matthew Stone 
of Springfield, Miss., Michael Stone 
of Springfield, Miss., Andrew Stone of 
Springfield, Miss., William Hill of Owas-
so, Okla., Solomon Hill of Oklahoma 
City, Okla.; one sister, Pattis Larney of 
Shawnee, Okla.; the father of her children, 
Joseph Robledo, Sr. of Maud, Okla.; 3 
grandchildren;  her biological father, Mi-
chael Stone of Seminole, Okla.; Paternal 
grandmother, Alice Minor of Seminole, 
Okla.; and a host of other family and dear 
friends.
   Casket Bearers were Joseph Robledo, 
William Hill, James Turnbow, Marshall 
Turnbow, Joseph Davis, and Brian Aker-
man.
   Honorary Bearers were Cecelia Aker-
man, Diane Nero, Chastity Davis, Dorothy 
Williams, Judy Shaw, Pauline Counts, Ann 
Hickey, Evonne Berryhill, Linda Davis, 
Glenna Allison, and Ruth Bondoni.
   Services were under the direction of 
Swearingen Funeral Home in Seminole, 
Okla.
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   Funeral Services for Jonase “Leon” 
Harjo were held Saturday, December 
19, 2015 at Sand Creek Eufaula Baptist 
Church. Interment followed at the Harjo 
Family Cemetery with Rev. Houston Tiger 
and Jimsey Harjo.
   Leon passed away Wednesday, Decem-
ber 9, 2015 at Monday, December 14, 
2015 at Deaconess Hospital in Oklahoma 
City. He was 60. 
   Leon was born June 8, 1955 in Okla-
homa City to parents Jonases “Smokey” 
Harjo and Mary Ellen (Scott) Harjo.
   Leon graduated from Maud High School 
and went on to continue his education at 
Seminole Junior College.  He also attend-
ed an automotive trade school in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma.
   Leon was a member of the Seminole 
Nation of Oklahoma and member of the  
Newcomer Band.
   On August 6, 2002 Leon married Lurlie 
Ann (Bolen) Sockey in Van Buren, Ark.
Leon had worked in the Maud area for 
Furman’s Red Bud Grocery Store and later 
for Buck’s Quick Stop.
   He was a current member of Sand Creek 
Baptist Church near Wewoka where 
he served as a deacon.  Leon had also 
served as a deacon at Achena Presbyte-
rian Church in Maud and at Rock Springs 
Church in Sasakwa.
   Leon would often sing with many area 
Church Choral groups. He was also a born 
and bred Oklahoma Sooners Fan.
   Leon was also well known for selling 
“football squares” to many people in the 
town of Maud.  Maud was his hometown, 
and Leon was loved by many, he will truly 
be missed.
   He is preceded in death by his father, 
Jonases “Smokey” Harjo, who died in 
1989; by his mother, Mary Harjo, who 
died in 2009; by his grandfather, Lee Har-
jo, who died in 1986; by his wife, Lurlie 
Ann Sockey Harjo, who died Jan. 19, 
2008; by three sisters, Rosie Anita Harjo, 
who died June 28, 2009, Rita (Harjo) 
Phelps Harris, who died Aug. 2, 2012, Ka-
thie Jean (Harjo) Hurst, who died Oct. 16, 
2011; by one brother, Randy Harjo who 
died, March 13, 2013; and by one niece, 
Angel Rachelle Harjo, who died April 13, 
2015.
   Survivors include one step-daughter, Al-
ice Jane Darrough and her husband, Jerry 
of St. Louis, Okla.; one step-son, Tom 
Sockey of Allen, Okla.; four sisters, Jo-
anna Harjo and her husband, Curtis Gentry 
of Konawa, Okla.; Jeannette Harjo-Codd 
and her husband, George Codd of Staten 
Island, New York, Toni Harjo of Seminole, 
Okla., Tiffany Harjo of Seminole, Okla.; 
one brother-in-law, Albert Curly of Maud, 
Okla.; nieces and nephews, Jacob Harjo, 
Keera Barber, Jeremiah Harjo, Joshua 

Phelps, Keelan and Elizabeth Paschal, The 
Tribe, Christian Harjo, Hunter Codd; and 
a host of other family and dear friends as 
well as his beloved dog, Brandy.
   Casket Bearers were Herman Foster, 
Skip Foster, Randy Horn, Terry Walker, 
Christian Harjo, Pollo Gonzalez and Jim-
my Dean Harjo.
   Honorary Bearers will be: Buddy Dod-
son, Jacob Harjo and Bumby Harjo.
Services were under the direction of 
Swearingen Funeral Home in Seminole.

   Funeral Services for Ricky Gale Bur-
gess were held Friday, December 18, 2015 
at Swearingen Funeral Home Chapel of 
Konawa. Interment followed at the Bur-
gess Family Cemetery with Jimsey Harjo.
   Ricky passed away Saturday, December 
12, 2015 in Seminole County. He was 57. 
Ricky was born November 26, 1958 in 
Wewoka to Bobby Burgess and Ellen 
May (Larney) Burgess. He graduated 
from Konawa High School. He married 
Sherry Hardesty on December 7, 1984 in 
Konawa. Ricky worked as a machinist for 
OG&E, and he attended Vamoosa Bap-
tist Church.  He had lived all of his life in 
Konawa.  Ricky enjoyed working word 
search puzzles and enjoyed being with his 
children and grandchildren.
   He is preceded in death by He was pre-
ceded in death by his father, Bobby Bur-
gess; one brother, Bobby Burgess, and one 
sister, Lori Millican.
   Survivors include his wife, Sherry Bur-
gess of Konawa; his mother, Ellen Burgess 
of Konawa; two sons, Michael Burgess 
and wife, Destiny of Ada, Okla., and 
Ricky Burgess, Jr. of Shawnee, Okla.; one 
daughter, Sonya Wilkie and husband, Ed-
die of Shawnee; two sisters, Cora Osborne 
of Konawa, and Barbara West and hus-
band, Frank of Tecumseh, Okla.; and nine 
grandchildren.

Ricky Gale Burgess

   Pallbearers were Chevy Motley, Chad 
Foster, Mitch Buck, Tommy Gibson, Jr., 
Jeremey Napoleon, Ross Kinnamon.  Hon-
ory pallbearers were Chris Baker, Franklin 
West, Jason Burgess, Billy Archer, and 
Dale Archer.
   Services were under the direction of 
Swearingen Funeral Home Chapel of 
Konawa.

10  |  December 2015  |  Cokv Tvlvme

Christmas Dinner 
2015



Joe Clay, SN Communications
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Statement
NCAI on WCIP 2014
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